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Bluffton Breeze to Launch New Okatie Transit Route
Pilot Route Starts Monday, October 2; All Passengers Ride Free Through March 31

Bluffton, SC — September 25, 2023 — The Lowcountry Regional Transportation Authority
(LRTA), operators of Palmetto Breeze Transit, the Breeze Trolley, and the Bluffton Breeze, are
testing a new Bluffton Breeze route offering a new transportation option for residents and
businesses in the Okatie, Sun City, and New River Crossing areas west of Bluffton. With the
launch of the new route, which will connect its passengers to the existing Bluffton Breeze route,
all rides will be fare-free for six months (through March 31, 2024). The Bluffton Breeze operates
hourly service Monday through Friday, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5:30 p.m., with stops
across the Town of Bluffton and the surrounding areas.

“We have received requests for several years to expand our service west of Bluffton to offer new
mobility alternatives to residents in the Okatie and Sun City areas,” said Mary Lou Franzoni,
Executive Director of the LRTA. “The route we are testing with this pilot project is designed to
make it easier and safer for residents and visitors to go shopping, get to medical appointments,
visit the weekly farmers markets in Bluffton, and to experience all that the Bluffton area has to
offer,” she added.

If the test of the new Okatie route is deemed a success by the passengers it serves, and the LRTA
and its Board of Directors, LRTA staff plan to implement it as a permanent route in April 2024.

The Bluffton Breeze features more than 60 published bus stops, including bus stop signage to
assist passengers in locating their nearest pick-up locations, as well as wheelchair lift-equipped
buses, air-conditioning, comfortable seating, and two mobile apps (“CatchTheBreeze” to track the
buses, and “BreezePass” to pre-pay fares when they are re-implemented). The service is
complemented by the LRTA’s “Easy Breeze” ADA paratransit services for eligible passengers
who travel within % of a mile of the published routes and who are not able to ride the fixed-route
service.

Key destinations along the new route include: the Okatie Food Lion and Okatie Village, Legacy
Medical Center, Publix at New River Crossing, the Walmart Supercenter in Hardeeville, Berkeley

Page 1 of 2



(fg Lowcountry Regional Transportation Authority THE
C Palmetto Breeze & The Breeze

—_—
25 Benton Field Road, Bluffton, SC 29910
Palmettg (843) 757-5782 W

www.palmettobreezetransit.com - www.breezetrolley.com

Place, Lowcountry Fresh Market & Café at Washington Square, Vineyard Assisted Living &
Memory Care, Buckwalter Place, and numerous residential neighborhoods.

About the Lowcountry Regional Transportation Authority

The LRTA provides a wide variety of public transportation services in Beaufort, Jasper,
Allendale, Colleton, and Hampton counties, including Palmetto Breeze Transit which transports
workers from locations across the Lowcountry to work in the Hilton Head, Bluffton, and Beaufort
areas. The LRTA also operates The Breeze seasonal public trolley service on Hilton Head
Island, which connects visitors and residents to destinations along the Island’s busiest corridors.
The LRTA is also the operator of the Walterboro Works circulating transit service in Walterboro,
SC and a variety of other shuttle and on-demand services. For more information, visit
www.breezebluffton.com and www.palmettobreezetransit.com.
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